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worker. | am happy to say that the Alliance
has been a great success, with 170,000 par-
ticipants, nearly 1 million course enroliments
and over 12.5 million hours of training.

Morty Bahr is a pioneer of the Information
Age. His effort to furnish workers with the
tools they need to improve their lives not only
created the telecommunications technicians
who are integral to our economy, but it also
made America the leader in all manner of
communications. This effort is of particular im-
portance today, as America faces the daunting
task of maintaining its role as a global leader
in the research and development of new
science and technology.

The Alliance is only one of the many revolu-
tionary partnerships and programs Morty has
guided and nurtured throughout his career.
Others include the National Coalition for Tele-
communications Education and Learning
(NACTEL), one of the first partnerships of
major telecom companies working together
with their unions to advance education.
NACTEL is an online learning partnership with
CWA, IBEW, Verizon, SBC, Qwest and Citi-
zens/Frontier.

Morty and his wife Florence recently cele-
brated their 60th wedding anniversary and
have two children, five grandchildren and two
great-grandchildren. As Morty begins his re-
tirement, | hope you will join me in wishing
Florence and him a healthy and relaxing jour-
ney. His heartfelt dedication to the workers of
this nation will not be forgotten.
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Mr. MORAN of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of the Campagna Center, the
leading nonprofit human services organization
in the city of Alexandria, Virginia. For 60
years, the Campagna Center has served low-
income citizens in my district, providing both
Early Head Start and Head Start programs to
over 300 income-eligible families. The center
also provides child care, tutoring, and men-
toring programs to school-aged children, and
meaningful volunteer opportunities to older
members of my district.
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The work of organizations like the
Campagna Center is crucial to the develop-
ment of children who come from lower-income
households, offering the opportunity to truly
level the playing field for these children and
prepare them for school. The programs of-
fered at the Campagna Center include early
childhood education, as well as health and nu-
tritional services. The Campagna Center, how-
ever, recognizes that family is the most impor-
tant influence in a child’s life, and parents and
other family members are strongly encouraged
to be active contributors to these programs.

Recognition of this wonderful organization is
especially poignant as this body debates HR
2123, School Readiness Act of 2005. It has
been said that Education is the great equalizer
in a democratic society, and we must ensure
that programs like these continue to receive
the funding required to help children achieve.
The impact of Head Start programs is not
measured in dollars, but in the faces of chil-
dren who finally have the opportunity to excel
in their education.

The Campagna Center has provided such
opportunities to students in my home district,
and the impact on these children is significant.
| congratulate the Board of Directors, staff
members, and all of the selfless volunteers
that make this organization such a success.
Under their leadership, hundreds of young
children go to school prepared for the chal-
lenges that lie before them.

———————
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Mr. LANTOS. Mr. Speaker, | am joined
today by my colleagues, CHRISTOPHER SHAYS
of Connecticut, Mr. DON YOUNG of Alaska, Mr.
JAMES OBERSTAR of Minnesota, and Mr. BAR-
NEY FRANK of Massachusetts to urge our col-
leagues to join with me in introducing H.R.
3858, the Pets Evacuation and Transportation
Standards (PETS) Act of 2005. This common
sense legislation would simply require state
and local preparedness groups to include
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plans for evacuating pet and service animals
in the event of a major disaster.

The destructive force of Hurricane Katrina
exposed many flaws in our nation’s emer-
gency preparedness programs, and any dis-
aster plan’s top priority must be to save citi-
zens from the affected areas. One easily
correctible issue that has come to light, how-
ever, is the fact that many of our cities’ plans
do not incorporate a protocol for rescuing pet
owners. Without a corrected protocol, pet own-
ers are unnecessarily forced to choose be-
tween their own safety and the safety of their
pets.

Mr. Speaker, as you may know, in order for
a state to qualify for FEMA funding, state and
local emergency preparedness authorities are
required to submit a plan on how they will deal
with a disaster. This legislation does not trans-
fer any funds from planners or rescuers, but
rather requires states to include how they plan
to accommodate their incumbent pet popu-
lation as well as people with disabilities that
are aided by service animals. FEMA will re-
quire the jurisdictions to submit their emer-
gency preparedness plans in order to be eligi-
ble for FEMA funding assistance in the event
of a disaster.

In hurricane-ravaged New Orleans, the lack
of planning added to the burden and stress of
both rescuers and residents. In a city of
500,000 as many as 69 percent of the people
are pet owners and, by some estimates, there
are as many as 600,000 pets and animals af-
fected by the devastation of hurricane Katrina.
Private rescue organizations estimate they
have saved about 5,000 animals so far and
have reunited only 600 animals with their own-
ers. Estimates indicate there are an equal per-
centage of pet owners nationwide. Given
these statistics, we hope you agree an emer-
gency plan that incorporates pets is war-
ranted.

Mr. Speaker, the faces of the men and
women stranded in flooded New Orleans will
be forever etched in my mind. The images of
little children with nothing in the world other
than the shirts on their backs still disturb me
at night. But | cannot help but wonder how
many more people could have been spared
the wrath of Hurricane Katrina if only they
could have taken the family pet.
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